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Organizational Overview 

Victims of Illicit Drugs (V.O.I.D.) is a California-based nonprofit organization dedicated to preventing 

deaths caused by illicit fentanyl and other synthetic drugs. Founded by bereaved parents and family 

members, V.O.I.D. provides education, advocacy, and awareness initiatives designed to protect 

children, families, and communities from preventable harm. 

V.O.I.D. was co-founded by Jaime Puerta and Steve Filson following the deaths of their children due 

to illicit fentanyl exposure. Their experiences reflect a broader national crisis in which fentanyl has 

become pervasive in the illicit drug supply, frequently disguised as prescription medication or 

unknowingly mixed into other substances. V.O.I.D. was established to ensure that communities 

receive accurate information and effective prevention strategies before tragedy occurs. 

Mission and Core Programs 

V.O.I.D.’s mission is grounded in three core pillars: education, advocacy, and awareness. 

Education: 

V.O.I.D. delivers evidence-based, age-appropriate education on illicit fentanyl and synthetic drugs to 

students, parents, educators, and community stakeholders. Programming focuses on prevention 

through knowledge, including the risks of counterfeit drugs, trafficking methods, and the lethality of 

even minimal exposure. 

Advocacy: 

The organization engages in nonpartisan advocacy at the local, state, and federal levels, 

collaborating with policymakers, law enforcement, public health professionals, and other victim-led 

organizations. V.O.I.D. works to advance policies that strengthen accountability, close systemic gaps, 

and prioritize prevention and public safety. 

Awareness and Law Enforcement Engagement: 

A key component of V.O.I.D.’s work is direct engagement with law enforcement agencies through 
briefings, impact meetings, and presentations, including the documentary Dead On Arrival. These 

efforts support informed enforcement strategies and reinforce the human impact of the fentanyl 

crisis. 

https://stopthevoid.org/
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Organizational Values and Approach 

V.O.I.D. is nonpartisan, victim-centered, and committed to factual, transparent communication. The 

organization prioritizes accountability, prevention, and collaboration, and rejects narratives that 

minimize the risks associated with illicit drugs or obscure the realities of the current drug supply. 

Impact Statement 

Through education, advocacy, and strategic partnerships, V.O.I.D. seeks to reduce preventable 

overdose deaths and improve community awareness of illicit fentanyl. The organization is guided by 

a clear principle: these deaths are preventable, and proactive education and policy action can 

save lives. 

Board of Directors 

Victims of Illicit Drugs (V.O.I.D.) is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors comprised of 

individuals with lived experience, organizational leadership, and a strong commitment to prevention 

and public safety. 

• Jaime Puerta, President & Co-Founder 

• Steve Filson, Secretary-Treasurer & Co-Founder 

• Chris Didier, Executive Board Member 

• Mathew Brodman, Executive Board Member 

The Board provides fiduciary oversight, strategic direction, and governance in support of V.O.I.D.’s 
mission. Board members actively contribute to organizational planning, program development, and 

external partnerships, ensuring that V.O.I.D. operates with accountability, transparency, and 

alignment to its public-benefit purpose. 
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