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February 27, 2023 

Honorable Assemblymember Reginald Byron-Jones Sawyer 
Chair of the Committee on Public Safety 
1020 N. N Street, Room 111 
Sacramento, CA  94249 

Re:  AB 462, Assemblymember Ramos/Support and Sponsorship Letter 

Dear Chairman Byron-Jones Sawyer, 

On behalf of the Victims of Illicit Drugs, please recognize our sponsorship and support of AB 
462, authored by Assemblymember Ramos.  As bereaved parents of children unknowingly 
poisoned by illicit fentanyl, our society continues to suffer the danger and destructive potential 
that exists through this poison’s illegal distribution. Unfortunately, deaths relating to fentanyl 
poisoning continue on the rise.  It is time for the State of California to utilize the needed 
resources to address the problem. 

The implementation of Overdose Response Teams evolves far beyond that of mere enforcement.  
It provides the opportunity to gather data directly associated with the impact that illicit fentanyl 
is having statewide.  Unlike previously proposed legislation surrounding the creation of these 
teams, their focus would now incorporate investigation of deaths and nonfatal overdose incidents 
involving juveniles and multiple victim incidents.  In concentrating on the juvenile population, a 
focus on our most valued asset, our youth, will occur.  Incidents involving multiple victims will 
permit investigative entities to identify potential cluster incidents and provide public safety alerts 
when needed to prevent further deaths from occurring.  The bill language further requires annual 
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reports in which valuable data collected by the teams will be submitted to the Assembly Select 
Committee on Fentanyl, Opioid Addiction, and Overdose Prevention for use in their efforts.   
Comprehensive data collected by investigative-specific teams will provide much-needed 
information for their use and public dissemination.  We have long awaited the formation of this 
select committee. We must ensure they can collect, analyze, and distribute all necessary 
information to accomplish their task.  AB 462 provides a vehicle for this to occur.   

In closing, we would like to thank you for considering our organization’s support, and should 
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.   

With Sincerest Regards, 

/ Board of Directors, Victims of Illicit Drugs Inc./ 

   (909) 815-5123 
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